                       [image: image1.png]




         ASIAN INDIAN CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
33 Wood Avenue6th Floor – Suite 672  Iselin, NJ 08830

Tel: (732) 777-4666 ● Fax: (732) 452 3816 ● E-mail: webmaster@aicc.net
Press Release 





    Press & PR Chair:

                Rahul Walia

    Phone: 732-616-2309

Asian Indian Chamber of Commerce took a Delegation to Washington  

 DC for a briefing with Representative Rush Holt.

The Asian Indian Chamber of Commerce announced the celebration of "India America Day" organized by Representative Rush Holt in Washington DC on September 16, 2008.  

The delegation led by AICC President Seema M Singh, Esq. was a great success. A bus load of 45 Chamber members embarked on an early morning journey to Washington DC. AICC members had the opportunity to have policy discussions with key decision makers in Washington DC. 

The day began with a welcome address by Representative Rush Holt followed by a speech by Ron Somers- President of the US-India Business Council. The delegation then listened to speeches by and held networking sessions with Representatives Jim Mc Dermott and Joseph Crowley, where several issues important to the Asian Indian Community, such as foreign policy, immigration, intelligence reform, health care reform, civil liberties, and education were discussed. The morning session ended with Adam Harris, Staff Director of the House Appropriations Committee Select Intelligence Oversight Panel (SIOP), speaking about “Intelligence and India.” 

The post lunch session began with addresses by US Representative Joe Wilson and Donald Camp, Principal Deputy Assistant Secretary for South Asian Affairs, who spoke about “India and US Foreign Policy.”  Next  speakers  Woody Olmsted - Senior Immigration Officer, Paul Onyango of the Information and Customer Service Division and Xixala S. Perez - Congressional Liaison Specialist spoke on the issue of Immigration. The delegation showed strong interest in this topic. 

The immigration speakers were followed by Gabriel Gomez of the House Education and Labor Committee, who gave the delegation an “Update on Education” and  finally Rohit Tripathi of Young India, who discussed “Energy and Development in India.” 

The day ended with closing remarks by Rush Holt and the delegation had a photo session with him. The delegation then went for a tour of the Capitol before returning to New Jersey. The event was a great success! 

About the Chamber:

 The chamber is a 500 strong body that caters to the needs of the local South Asian businessman. The chamber is a platform for South Asian businesses to interact and network for the rapid development of the community. The chamber is also involved with other agencies like the NJTC, SBA and CII with whom they have a working relationship. Corporate sponsors of the chamber include AT&T, Wilentz, Goldman & Spitzer, Somerset Valley Bank, Air-India & Merrill Lynch among others to name a few. Annual membership is $100.00 and more information on corporate sponsorships and memberships can be found at our website www.aicc.net 

